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HIGHLIGHTS
WEST AFRICA / SAHEL

e Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari's bodyguard arrested for having ties to Boko
Haram (Mail&Guardian)

e Mahama convoy attack lies, deception — NPP Secretary (GhanaNews)

e Accusé pour haute trahison : ATT innocenté (L'aube)

e Pride and apprehension as UN hands over Liberia security (AFP)

INTERVIEWS / OPINIONS / OP-ED / ANALYSIS

e INTERVIEW: Conversation with top UN official on security and peace efforts in Mali
(UN News)

e Ekweremadu writes UN, US Congress, UK, EU, others; says Nigeria’s democracy in
grave danger (Vanguard)

e Dangerous expansion of militancy (The Sun)

e Trouble in the heart of Mali (Irinnews)

CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES

e Boko Haram "diminué" mais pas "éradiqué" (armée francaise) (AFP)

e Violence around Lake Chad is leading nowhere - just deepening divides (The Guardian)

e Un rapport du Sénat francais pointe la «mauvaise gouvernance>» au Sahel (RFI)

INTERNATIONAL

e Libye: trois mois apreés, le gouvernement d'union a perdu son élan (AFP)

e DR Congo, Angola must be ‘in funding spotlight’ — UN humanitarian official(UN News)
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WEST AFRICA / SAHEL
GHANA

Mahama convoy attack lies, deception = NPP Secretary (GhanaNews, 30 June 2016)

Reports that stones were hurled at President John Dramani Mahama’s convoy are untrue, the secretary
of the Ejisu branch of the opposition New Patriotic Party (NPP), Michael Brobbey, has said. It emerged
on Wednesday June 29, 2016 that the presidential convoy, making its way to the Ejisu municipality,
where Mr Mahama was in the Ashanti Region, was attacked by stone-throwing residents of some
communities including Esienimpong, Kwaaso, Asotwe, and Onwie. But rejecting the report, Mr Brobbey
said: “From where I stood at Onwe, I did not see a single stone [being thrown]. But can anyone hurl a
stone at the convoy of the president of Ghana? That would be unwise,” he said. According to Mr
Brobbey who spoke on Accral00.5FM’s Ghana Yensom on Thursday June 30, residents had lined up
along the road to reach out to the president that they were living in hardship and could not pay their
utility bills.

MALI

Accusé pour haute trahison : ATT innocenté (L'aube, 30 June 2016)

La Commission ad hoc chargée de I'examen de la mise en accusation de I'ancien président Amadou
Toumani Touré devant la Haute cour de justice s’est montrée souveraine, sans étre forcément
indépendante. Dans son rapport rendu public le 26 février dernier, elle a conclu qu’il n’y a ni de
preuves matérielles, ni d’autres éléments d’appréciation sur I’'ancien président de la République pour ce
qui est des accusations portées contre lui. Si I'opinion n’en attendait pas moins de cette commission,
elle ne I'en croyait pas capable de faire preuve d’autant de courage politique dans un dossier aux
relents de revanche et d’acharnement sur un ancien chef d’Etat devenu I'ennemi N°1 du pouvoir depuis
son lieu d’exil. Certes, les conclusions de la commission ad hoc mettent a nu le sinistre projet d’Ibrahim
Boubacar Kéita d’humilier son prédécesseur, mais elles ont I’'avantage non négligeable de contribuer a
la décrispation de la situation politique actuelle.

Le Gl de Division Didier Dacko nommé Chef d’Etat major général des armées

(Le Républicain, 30 June 2016)

La décision a été prise lors du Conseil des ministres d’hier mercredi 29 juin 2016. Le Général de
Division Didier Dacko est le tout nouveau Chef d’Etat major général des armées du Mali. Il remplace a
ce poste le Général de division Mahamane Maiga. Ce dernier est au cceur du scandale de la visite
controversée de 'ancien Premier ministre Moussa Mara, le 17 mai 2014, a Kidal. Dans ses conclusions,
le rapport de la commission d’enquéte parlementaire sur les événements de mai 2014 a Kidal qui a
fuité dans la presse malienne, a recommandé I'ouverture d’une enquéte judiciaire contre I'ex Premier
Ministre Moussa Mara en sa qualité de Premier Ministre chef du gouvernement, contre le chef
d’Etat-major général des armées, Général Mahamane Touré...

Urging tougher stance, UN adds 2,500 peacekeepers to Mali mission (Reuters, 29 June 2016)
The United Nations Security Council agreed on Wednesday to add just over 2,500 peacekeepers to the
U.N. peacekeeping mission in Mali, which has been hit by a series of deadly attacks and has become
the deadliest place to serve for U.N. peacekeepers. The French-drafted resolution, which was approved
unanimously by the 15-nation council, said the Mali peacekeeping mission (MINUSMA) should "take all
necessary means to carry out its mandate ... (and) to move to a more proactive and robust posture.”
The increase will bring the force's maximum size to 13,289 military personnel and 1,920 police.

Mali's government and various separatist groups signed a peace deal last year but it has failed to
prevent periodic violence in northern Mali by Islamist militants, who have also staged assaults on high
profile targets in the capital Bamako, Burkina Faso and Ivory Coast.

NIGERIA
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Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari's bodyguard arrested for having ties to Boko Haram
(Mail&Guardian, 30 June 2016)

Alarming claim suggests that Boko Haram managed to manipulate itself to get extremely close to the
president. A bodyguard of President Muhammadu Buhari has reportedly been arrested for having close
ties with Boko Haram militants. According to Vanguard, Hassan Aminu who was a personal bodyguard
to Buhari, was taken into custody by security operatives to be interrogated. The presidency, however,
could not be reached for comment regarding the reports. The claim was alarming as it suggested that
Boko Haram managed to manipulate itself to get extremely close to the president.The Frontiersnews,
however, reported that the presidency had completely overhauled the presidential security following
the arrest of the Aminu.

Boko Haram, Niger Delta militants stretching Army to limits, says Buratai

(Vanguard, 29 June 2016)

The Chief of Army Staff, Lt-Gen. Tukur Buratai on Wednesday, said that the involvement of the army in
operations to check insurgency, pipeline vandalism, cattle rustling, among others is stretching the force
close to its limits. Speaking at the inauguration of the Nigerian Army Resource Centre, in Abuja,
Buratai said the need to optimise the capability of the army to meet emerging security challenges could
not be overemphasised. He added that in conjunction with sister agencies, the military would rid the
country of “criminal elements operating in the guise of militants, terrorists”. “The Nigerian Army
Resource Centre is a vision that is anchored on the need to ensure that the army does not only
participate in the ground battle, but indeed under all terrain to ensure that our adversaries are
defeated wherever they are,” he said.

Trois anciens chefs de I'armée de I'air accusés de détournement de fonds (VOA, 30 June 2016)
Trois anciens officiers généraux de I'armée de I'air nigériane ont été inculpés de détournement de fonds
d'une valeur de I'ordre de 67 millions d'euros. Le général de corps aérien Adesola Amosun Nunayon, le
général de division aérienne Jacob Bola Adigun et le général de brigade aérienne Gbadebo Owodunni
Olugbenga doivent comparaitre a partir du 8 juillet devant un tribunal pour y répondre de 26 chefs
d'accusation portés par la Commission des crimes économiques et financiers (EFCC). Les trois hommes,
qui servaient sous l'ancienne d'administration du président nigérian Goodluck Jonathan sont accusés
d'avoir détourné en mars 2014 21 milliards de nairas (67 millions d'euros) de fonds militaires via des
sociétés écrans qui ont permis notamment des investissements immobiliers a Londres, selon un
communiqué de la EFCC.

LIBERIA

Pride and apprehension as UN hands over Liberia security (AFP, 30 June 2016)

As Liberia's security forces take over Thursday from UN peacekeepers for the first time since civil war
ended 13 years ago, national pride is mixed with fears the underfunded police are not up to the task.
Liberian government forces and rebel groups raped, massacred and maimed hundreds of thousands of
people during two conflicts between 1989 and 2003, and the highly politicised police and army were
disbanded after committing some of the worse abuses. Since then UN peacekeepers have largely
ensured the country's security, though their numbers have dwindled from 15,000 in the aftermath of
war to just under 4,000 today, as the nation's re-trained forces were assimilated. From this week the
peacekeepers will have a small supporting role only. "Everything I know about policing, I learned from
UNMIL," said Dao R. Freeman, Liberia's national deputy police commissioner, using the UN mission's
acronym.

GUINEE
Droits de ’'Homme en Guinée : Ca ne va pas du tout (Afrkipresse, 30 June 2016)

"En matiére des Droits de I'Homme, ¢a ne va pas dans notre pays -la Guinée". Tel est I'aveu
'd'impuissance' fait par le ministre guinéen de la Justice, Garde des sceaux, maitre Cheik Sako.
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A I'occasion de la célébration de la journée internationale de soutien aux victimes de torture le 27 juin,
il a affirmé qu'il "ne faut pas avoir honte de le dire. Quand ga ne marche pas, il faut le dire. Surtout, il
ne suffit pas de le dire, mais il faut faire un effort pour avancer". C'est oser de le dire, étant membre
du Gouvernement en Guinée. Mais lui, il estime qu'il a le droit et le devoir de I'affirmer, "pour sauver
son image". "Moi je suis membre du gouvernement mais je le dis. Il y a des pays ol on ne dit rien.
C’est le vase clos entre les citoyens du pays. Ca tourne en rond, rien ne bouge et les gens meurent
petit a petit. Mais quand ca ne va pas, il faut le dire", insiste-t-il. "Pourquoi avoir honte ?", s'interroge
Me Sako qui demande de ne pas croiser le bras : "Il faut lutter pour faire bouger les choses".

Other headlines:

Togo: Dépodt d'une proposition de loi visant une modification constitutionnelle

Réformes politigues et institutionnelles au Mali : Ces réformes peuvent-elles garantir la paix et
un développement durable au Mali?

Mali : Processus de paix au Mali: Le Mouvement d’Auto-défense Peulh (MDP) rejoint la
plateforme

Mali : Quatre soldats tués dans une embuscade a Tombouctou

Situation sécuritaire au Mali : Toujours inquiétante

Création de L'Alliance nationale pour la sauvegarde de l'identité peule et la restauration de la
justice (ANSIPRJ) : La ‘"Somalisation du Mali” en route

Nigeria-Global Rights calls for Govt intervention in lead poisoning endemic in Shikira

La dette intérieure du Burkina Faso évaluée a plus de 200 milliards de FCFA

Ghana is 3rd consumer of marijuana globally - Report

Burkina : plusieurs centaines de personnes déplacées a cause des violences postélectorales
Burkina- Ve République: l'opposition s‘interroge sur lI'urgence d’une nouvelle Constitution
Les Tchadiens privés de réseaux sociaux depuis des semaines

La Cote d’Ivoire enregistre une baisse des achats de cacao et de café

Bénin- Un référendum avant la fin de I'année sur la réforme constitutionnelle
Le Gouvernement du Niger adopte le document de la politigue agricole

Acceés a I’'enseignement primaire au Sénégal : 600 mille enfants hors de I’école

CROSS-CUTTING ISSUES
SECURITY

Boko Haram "diminué" mais pas "éradiqué" (armée francaise) (AFP, 30 June 2016)

Le commandant de la force frangaise Barkhane au Sahel, le général Patrick Brethous

La menace du groupe islamiste nigérian Boko Haram est "diminuée" mais elle n'est pas "éradiquée", a
indiqué mercredi le général Patrick Brethous, le commandant de I'opération militaire francaise
Barkhane au Sahel. "Cette menace n'est pas éradiquée, mais (elle) est diminuée et Boko Haram a une
capacité de nuisance", a affirmé a la télévision nigérienne le général Patrick Brethous, a l'issue d'un
entretien avec le président nigérien Mahamadou Issoufou. Lors d'une visite en France, mi-juin, le
président Issoufou a souhaité que I'opération Barkhane de lutte contre les groupes sahéliens puisse
aussi s'occuper de Boko Haram. Le général Brethous est venu au Niger "faire le point" des activités de
Barkhane (basée au Tchad a N'Djamena), notamment au Mali et sur la frontiére du Niger et de la
Libye.

Multinational military task force ‘arrests 24 Boko Haram fighters’

(Premiumtimes, 29 June 2016)

The Multinational Joint Task Force (MNJTF) fighting Boko Haram, said it intercepted 24 fleeing
insurgents along the Cameroonian borders. The spokesman for the task force, Muhammed Dole, said
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the insurgents were among those trying to escape the combined onslaught of Nigerian troops and the
MNJTF within and around Sambisa forest. Mr. Dole said several arms cache were recovered in the
operation that led to the clearance of six major enclaves of the outlawed group. His statement reads:
“Clearing operation to flush out the fleeing Boko Haram Terrorists (BHT) from the Multinational Joint
Task Force (MNJTF) Area of Responsibility (AOR) continues to yield positive results. The troop of Sector
1 with its relocated Tactical Headquarters in Makary, Northern Cameroun intensifies clearance
operations along the borders between Nigeria and Cameroun to block the fleeing terrorists. Recently,
the terrorists in attempt to escape the firepower of MNJTF troops were migrating to some villages
adjacent to the Sector 1 AOR.

Boko Haram suicide bomber kills 11 at mosque in Cameroon (Reuters, 30 June 2016)

A suicide bomber belonging to Nigerian jihadist group Boko Haram killed at least 11 people when he
blew himself up close to a mosque in Cameroon near the Nigerian border, military sources and local
officials said on Thursday. The attack, which took place late on Wednesday, occurred after the breaking
of the fast during the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. "After the prayer, the faithful gathered under a
tent in Djakana," said a local official. "A suicide bomber exploded and killed 11 people. Four others
were injured." A Cameroonian army officer said the bomber was a young boy. Since a regional
offensive last year drove the insurgents from most of their strongholds, Boko Haram has been waging
a guerrilla-style campaign targeting civilians. In Cameroon, teenage girls have killed dozens in suicide
bombings.

HUMANITARIAN ISSUES

Violence around Lake Chad is leading nowhere - just deepening divides

(The Guardian, 30 June 2016)

An underreported conflict has ripped apart the remote region with civilians targeted and millions
needing food and other aid. The male recovery ward in the hospital is all in blue: blue sheets, pillows,
curtains. Outside, the temperature hovers around 40 degrees: inside, large fans keep the air moving.
All the beds are occupied by adults — except one. Eight-year-old Abba is the exception. He’s hunched
against the wall under the window, and he watches me carefully as I approach. I've been told he was
injured when he was forced to flee his home, not far from here in Maiduguri, northern Nigeria. At first
glance, he doesn't look too bad. Just a small bandage on his arm. Then I realise something’s not quite
right. There is only one foot protruding from under the sheet. Abba has lost his right leg. He looks at
me, as if he expects me to say something, or do something. But what can I do? Suddenly, the
electricity cuts out and the heat invades the ward.

REGIONAL COORDINATION

Un rapport du Sénat francais pointe la «mauvaise gouvernance» au Sahel (RFI, 29 June 2016)
« Sahel : repenser I'aide publique au développement », c'est le titre d'un rapport publié ce mercredi 29
juin a Paris. Un rapport de la commission des Affaires étrangéres, de la défense et des forces armées
du Sénat. Ce rapport insiste notamment sur ce qu'il appelle « le fléau de la mauvaise gouvernance ».
Au départ, il y a ce constat : I'aide publique est importante — entre 300 et 500 millions d'euros d'aide
bilatérale par an pour 6 pays du Sahel, sans compter I'aide européenne — mais cette aide est peu
efficace et les pays du Sahel n'ont pas réussi a enclencher un processus de développement. Dans son
rapport, la commission va plus loin : elle se demande méme si « cette aide internationale n'a pas une
part de responsabilité dans la crise malienne ». « Compte tenu des réseaux de clientélisme construits
par le pouvoir malien dans les communes du Nord, la sélection des projets, des partenaires ou des
agences d'exécution était influencée par des arrangements frauduleux entre les entités politiques et les
entreprises privées, parfois aux dépens de la population », peut-on lire dans le rapport.

Other headlines:
L'ONU attribue une assistance humanitaire d'urgence dans la région du Lac et la bande
sahélienne
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Lac Tchad : ou en est l'offensive de la Force multinationale mixte contre Boko Haram ?

La TICAD VI : La conférence internationale de Tokyo sur le développement de |I'Afrique se
tiendra pour la premiére fois en Afrique

L'ONU veut lutter contre la prolifération des armes dans le Sahel

«Retourne en Afrique !»: aprés le Brexit, un esclandre raciste émeut la Toile

Classement des pays africains ayant la meilleure qualité des institutions et des politiques, selon
la Banque mondiale

La péche illégale, un énorme manque a gagner pour I'Afrique de I'Ouest (rapport)

INTERVIEWS / OPINIONS / OP-ED / ANALYSIS

Trouble in the heart of Mali (Irinnews, 30 June 2016)

The Algiers Accord isn’t dead, but a year after the peace agreement was signed between the
government and two coalitions of armed groups in northern Mali, it is badly bruised. The Coordination
of Movements of Azawad (CMA) takes its cue from the National Liberation Movement of Azawad
(MNLA), drivers of the Tuareg insurgency in January 2012 and still pursuing a quasi-separatist agenda.
The other group, the “Platform”, is a loose collection of armed movements, broadly described as
pro-government, but from diverse constituencies and driven by different, local agendas. Both before
Algiers and since, there have been localised conflicts and a relentless war of words between these
northern factions.

INTERVIEW: Conversation with top UN official on security and peace efforts in Mali

(UN News, 29 June 2016)

The Security Council today extended the mandate of the United Nations peace operation in Mali and
increased its strength to more than 15,000 peacekeepers. The decision followed a request from the UN
envoy in Mali to boost support for the peacekeeping mission. Earlier this month, the
Secretary-General’s Special Representative for Mali, Mahamat Saleh Annadif, sat down with the UN
News Centreto discuss the current instability in Mali, the challenges faced by the Malian parties to
implement the peace agreement signed in 2015 and the obstacles the UN Multidimensional Integrated
Stabilization Mission in Mali (MINUSMA), which Mr. Annadif heads, faces in its support of the peace
process.

Talking to the Avengers (NigeriaToday, 29 June 2016)

Although there are objections from certain quarters, that the Federal Government should not negotiate
with the emergent militant group known as the Niger Delta Avengers, good reason suggests the
contrary. And the readiness of the militants to dialogue with government should be viewed as an
auspicious opportunity to genuinely address the cause of renewed militancy in the Niger Delta region.
A few months ago, a group of militants emerged and started bombing gas pipelines and exploration
facilities of international oil companies. So determined were they in their objective to put the nation’s
economy on its knees that they code-named their activity Operation Red Economy. This has persisted
amidst falling oil price in the global market, low productivity in virtually all aspects of the economy and
lull in business activities.

Dangerous expansion of militancy (The Sun, 29 June 2016)

The expanding theatres of militancy in the country are fast becoming a threat to the unity and
continuing peaceful existence of Nigeria. Reports emanating from different parts of the country in
recent weeks indicate the need for prompt action to stem a slide into anarchy.

Beyond the snake of the insurgency in the North-East, which the President Muhammadu Buhari
administration has only scorched, and not killed, the trickles of militancy undermining the national
economy with the blowing up oil pipelines in the Niger Delta states are fast becoming a deluge.

From the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), which is fast taking on the toga of
a reverend gentleman when compared with the ongoing bombing campaigns of the more virulent
group, the Niger Delta Avengers (NDA), the militancy in that part of the country is growing in
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geometrical proportions.

Ekweremadu writes UN, US Congress, UK, EU, others; says Nigeria’s democracy in grave
danger (Vanguard, 29 June 2016)

BARELY 24 hours after the arraignment of Senate President, Bukola Saraki; his deputy, Senator Ike
Ekweremadu, and others for alleged forgery of 2015 Senate Standing Rules in an Abuja High Court,
Ekweremadu has taken his case outside the shores of Nigeria. Ike Ekweremadu He called for
intervention of the United Nations, Us Congress, United Kingdom, European Union Parliament and
foreign missions, saying a powerful institution as the National Assembly was being ridiculed and
rubbished by President Muhammadu Buhari’s government. But the Presidency in a swift reaction, said it
would not bandy words with the Deputy Senate President. Also, the office of the Attorney General of
the Federation and Minister of Justice said it would not comment on the matter since it was in court.

INTERNATIONAL

Libye: trois mois apreés, le gouvernement d'union a perdu son élan (AFP, 30 June 2009)

Trois mois aprés son installation a Tripoli, le gouvernement libyen d'union nationale (GNA) semble
incapable de faire avancer ses projets faute d'avoir réussi a asseoir son autorité sur I'ensemble du
territoire. Qu'a obtenu le GNA? Arrivé par la mer a Tripoli le 30 mars, le Premier ministre désigné et
homme d'affaires tripolitain Fayez al-Sarraj s'était fixé pour objectif de réconcilier les Libyens en
stabilisant un pays en plein chaos sur les plans politique, économique et sécuritaire. Les premiéres
semaines sont encourageantes puisqu'il rallie les principales institutions économiques ainsi que les
villes et les groupes armés de I'ouest libyen. Il recoit aussi le soutien de I'ONU, des pays voisins et de
I'Europe avec la visite a Tripoli des chefs de la diplomatie italien, frangais ou britannique.

DR Congo, Angola must be ‘in funding spotlight’ — UN humanitarian official

(UN News, 29 June 2016)

Following a visit to Angola and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), a senior United Nations
humanitarian official today called on the international community to pay more attention to the dire
needs of its residents. “"These two countries are most definitely not in the political and funding spotlight
in the way they need to be,” John Ging, Operations Director of the Office of the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), told journalists at the UN Headquarters in New York. In the DRC, the
humanitarian community has appealed for $690 million for this year, which is only 22 per cent funded,
he added. Without additional funding, the capacity of aid organizations to operate will be hampered.

Turkey: Istanbul Airport Bombers Were from Russia, Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan

(VOA, 30 June 2016)

Turkey says the three suicide bombers who carried out the deadly attack on the Istanbul airport were
from Russia, Uzbekistan and Kyrgyzstan. Turkish officials continue to believe the attack was launched
by Islamic State fighters, but did not name the bombers, who authorities say fired assault weapons at
travelers and workers Tuesday at Ataturk International Airport before blowing themselves up. The
death toll from the blasts at Europe's third busiest airport increased to 43, while more than 230 others
were injured in the attack. Police conducted raids on 16 locations in three Istanbul neighborhoods
Thursday, arresting 13 people suspected of having links to Islamic State.

Disclaimer: The Media Monitoring Report is prepared by UNOWAS Communications and Public Information
Office. The articles contained in this MMR do not vouch the position nor the opinion of the United Nations Office
for West Africa and the Sahel (UNOWAS)

Avertissement: Cette revue de Presse est préparée par le Bureau de la communication et de I'Information
Publique d'lUNOWAS. Les articles contenus dans cette Revue de Presse ne représentent pas la position ou
l'opinion du Bureau des Nations Unies pour I'Afrique de I'Ouest et le Sahel (UNOWAS)
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